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Ontario Reining Horse Association  

SLIDER  
April 2009   

 

PresidentÕs Message 
From our Newly Elected President  
 
               

 
          ÒA newsletter is the 
lifeblood of an organization Ð 
it invol ves and connects its 
members.  Reading about 
fellow competitors and areas 
of mutual interest enhances 
our sense of belonging.  
This is why I pledged as your 
President to make resurrecting 
the Slider my first priority.    
To that end, we have a terrific 
grou p who have stepped up to 
work on this project Ð Lacey 
Siemonsen, Rachel Day and 
Laura Cofell.  THANK YOU ladies!!      
       I have written a quarterly 
newsletter in my own business for 
over 20 years, and the one thing I 
have learned is that the initial 
enthusiasm fades quickly when 
you start running out of fresh 
ideas to write about.  That is 
where you come in.  We need 
you to be involved - please send 
us ideas, let us know of 
developments and/or 
accomplishments in your life, or 
in the life of another mem ber.  If 
you prefer to have someone else 
write the article for you, that is 
okay, just send us the information 
to newsletters@orha.on.ca  . 
   We are delighted to 
present our first issue of the Slider, 
which wil l be published bi -
monthly.  We hope you enjoy it.  

  
Also watch for the Member 
Survey that will be sent out 
soon.  To ensure we as a 
Board run the ORHA the 
way the members want, we 
need to know what that is.  
Tell us what you like, donÕt 
like, ideas and sug gestions 
you might have.  We need 
to keep the interest of our 
members and make sure 
they enjoy the shows to 
keep this a vibrant and 
growing organization, so 
letÕs work together to make 
this happen.  
   I am very excited to 
be your President for the 
next tw o years and I am 
totally committed to 
working in the best interests 
of the ORHA and its 
members.  I want you to 
know that I am accessible 
to hear your concerns and 
opinions, so please come 
and introduce yourself at 
the shows, or send me an 
email, as per be low.  
   Looking forward to a 
great 2009 with another full 
slate of shows.Ó 
 

Carol Ivey 
president@orha.on.ca
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Making NewsÉ   
 
 
 

Ontario has a lot of reining talent and 
we are proud of everyone and their 
achievements, be it a personal goal at a 
weekend show or a year end accomplishment.  
Here we would like to take the opportunity to 
congratulate those who had a Top 10 Year End 
NRHA placing, as well as those who did well at 
the 2008 All American Quarter Horse Congress.  
Way to g o Ontario!  
 

2008 NRHA Top 10 Placings:  
 

Taylor Mariani  & Shake Your Dually   
Ð 3rd Place Limited Non Pro, 7 th Place Youth   
14-18 
Melia Blakely  & Neon Cola Sign  
Ð 5th Place Youth 14 -18  
John Purdie  & Strike Em Out   
7th Place Limited Non Pro  
Larry McDougall  & A Foxy Whiz  

 
 
Ð 7th Place Novice Horse Non Pro  
Tim Stanton  & Jays Sugar Chex   
Ð 9th Place Novice Horse Open  
 
2008 Congress Placings  
 

Paul McGrath  & Slide Over Hollywood   
Ð AQHA Sr. Reining CHAMPION,  
8th NRHA Open, 3 rd NRHA Int. Open  
Loris Epis & Wimp ys Tinseltown  
Ð 4th AQHA Jr. Reining  
Taylor Mariani & Shake Your Dually   
Ð 5th Non -Pro Freestyle 
Dean Brown  & Tinsel Catnic   
Ð 9th AQHA Jr. Reining  
Harvey Stevens & Clays Kid Olena   
Ð 9th Intermediate Open Futurity 1 st Go  
Darcy Wilson  & Miss Cielo Chex   
Ð NRHA Youth 14-18

 

 

2008 Canadian Reiner(s) of the Year  
 

Reining Canada recently announced 
the 2008 Reiner(s) of the year.  This recognition 
is given to a Canadian Reiner(s)with an 
outstanding achievement for the year.  With 
that being said, it is no sur prise that the 
recipients for 2008 are the members of Reining 
CanadaÕs Young Rider Medal Team.  This team 
won the Silver Medal at the North American 
Young Rider Championship (NAYRC) in Parker, 
Colorado.  The team members include;  
OntarioÕs own Darcy Wilso n, Port Perry, ON , 
and Kelly Truesdell , Brights Grove, ON, as well 
as Stephanie Gruhle , Ste. Rose, MB, Kylie  
Wasiuta , Springfield, MB, and Allison Love  of  

 
Winnipeg, MB. This was the first time the 
discipline of Reining was offered at the NAYRC 
and the R C Board of Directors are proud of the 
high level of commitment, sportsmanship and 
poise these girls exhibited while representing 
our country and our sport. Each girl put in 
months of extra training and conditioning on 
both themselves and their horses to pr epare for 
the competition, the long trip, and change in 
climate. Each and every one of the girls were 
thrilled to be participating and felt that 
competing at the NAYRC was an amazing 
experience they will remember forever.  

 
 
 
 
 

THANK YOU  

JOHN THOMPSON 
 

Thank you to Past President, John Thompson, for FOUR years of  dedicated 
service to the O.R.H.A. Best  of Luck, John! 
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NRHA Clarifies Level 2 Eligi bility  

Written by NRHA and found on www.quarterhorsenews.com

According to an NRHA press release, it has 
been pointed out that there is a conflict in 
eligibility for Category 2 and 6 aged events.   
 With the 2009 eligibility rules, it is 
currently possible  for a rider to not be eligible 
for the Level 2 (Limited) class but to be eligible 
for the Level 1 class (which is based on NRHA 
lifetime earnings).  
 Due to this conflict, the NRHA Executive 
Committee has invoked the Òbest interestÓ rule 
as outlined on pag e 32, B. Section 4 of the 2009 
NRHA Handbook to clarify the current 
Category 2 and 6 eligibility requirements:  

they are also eligible for Level 2 in their 
respective Open or Non Pro divisions.Ó  The 
eligibility lists posted on the NRHA website have 
been up dated to reflect this change.  In 
accordance with the Handbook, there has 
been a task force formed to research the issue 
and make the necessary rule change 
proposals to remedy the situation for 2010.  
 Additional information on eligibility, 
including eligib ility lists, can be found at 
www.nrha.com/eligibility.php  .  Anyone with 
Questions or concerns should contact the 
NRHA office at 405 -946-740

 ÒIf a rider is eligible for Level 1, then

   
 
 

REINING ICONS: LARRY & 
LYNNE MCDOUGALL 

 
Larry and Lynne McDougall are long time 
members of the Ontario Reining Horse 
Association. Larry is known for his 
electrifying performances and Lynne for 
her ÒALRIGHTSÓ and unparalleled sense of 
sportsmanship Ð they truly promote and 
support the sport of Reining as well as its 
competitors. Because of this, they have 
been selected for this issueÕs REINING 
ICONS. 
 

1.   Who are your greatest role models in 
the Reining industry?  

In the late 60's, Clare Smith was the 
first person to give us horses to show that 
were wel l trained.   He and Pat took us 
under their wing.   From there a love for 
reining started to grow and the desire to 
be better was instilled.    We were  lucky to 
ride with Bill and Paul Horn, Bob  Anthony, 
and Dale Wilkinson to name a few that 
generously shared  their knowledge and 
expertise. In those years, the only Reinings  
were open to everyone and that is who  
you had to compete against.   It was a sink  

or swim situation that forced you to learn and 
learn fast.   Dick Pieper came to Ontario and 
brought a wealth  of knowledge and increased 
the competitive edge significantly, beginning 
in 1974, and with him the high interest in NRHA 
and the beginning of the amazing growth in 
Ontario of reining.   These people had a huge 
effect on us and those friendships have stayed  
strong.  
 
2.  What do you believe is your proudest 
moment, your greatest accomplishment? 
Why? 
For the first time being in the top 20 in NRHA 
Open Reining standings in 1976 --
winning  Quarterama Sr. AQHA Reining in 1973 --
Versatility Winner Appaloosa Canadian 
National Appaloosa Show 1976 --Becoming 
NRHA judge in 1981, and judging widely 
including NRHA Futurity 1984 at Columbus, 
NRHA Futurity in 1987 OKC --and the ancillary 
classes 1989 at the NRHA Futurity OKC --
maintaining NRHA money earners consistently 
to the present --winning the Derby in Mass. 
1984--winning both divisions of the Sired Stakes  
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   Youth Spotlight:  Melia Blakely  
By Rachel Day 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Futurity 2003--winning OBBO Non Pro 
Futurity 2008 and winning Sired Stakes Non 
Pro Futurity in 2008--7th in the  NRHA world 
standings in Novice Horse Non Pro in 2008 --
numerous Provincial, and Reining Canada 
championships.  
 

3.  The greatest horse you ever rode? What 
made him/her so special?  

In 1976 we bought Scorps Sassy 
Patsy.  We are still riding her offspring.   The 
mare that was 7th in the NRHA standings is 
4th generation from her.  One of her 
daughters, Sassy Patsy Pine, not only was a 
great show horse, but continued as a great 
broodmare.   Lori Miers, Sassy Mr Jac, Dun 
Gettin It Dun, Sassy Jaclyn , Smart Like Fox, 
A Foxy Whiz and Foxy Whiz Kid , to name a 
few favourites.   The thing that was special 
to us was that we bred, trained 
and  showed them.   There were a lot more 
but I tried to pick the favourites.  
 

4.  You have been in the industry for so 
long; there have obvi ously been many ups 
and downs. What has kept you going all of 
these years?  

What has kept us going is basically a 
love of horses and the high level of 
difficulty in this sport.   You can't possibly get 
bored or arrogant if you compete in 
reining.   Every day presents a new 
challenge that occupies you mentally and 
physically.  How can something that looks  

so easy be so damn hard!!!   Education never 
ends or at least it better not.   The main thread 
though is the people.   We have been  so lucky 
to be involved  with the  finest p eople you  can 
imagine.   We have  true friends all over the 
world just because of the horses.   We are 
thankful to have been involved in the 
beginning of this sport and having 
been  witness to the evolution that is Reining 
today.  You just can't put a price on friendships.  
 

5.  Any advice to those of us just getting 
started? For those who struggle sometimes to 
keep motivated?  

Learn to ride and ride a lot - become 
one with your horse.   Watch how and why the 
winners win.   Pick the one you like and emulate 
that beh aviour.   Soak up knowledge and study 
the experts. Go to the big shows for inspiration.   
For those struggling, if it is easy is it worth it?   This 
sport takes a huge commitment but is worth 
every bit of sweat.   When you win be humble, 
when you lose be the f irst to say 
congratulations to the winner.  

 

6.  Final thoughts?  
We are very humble and grateful to be 

a part of this industry.   We have been involved 
a long time  and our excitement and 
enthusiasm has not weakened.   How lucky are 
we to be involved in someth ing we love?   How 
lucky are we to be able to admire someone 
who goes to the pen and has an awesome 
run?  Activity, adrenaline and achievement.  
 

Melia Blakely of Coldwater, Ontario 
turns 17 this year Ð hard to believe she has 
grown up from the 12 year old we all 
remember when she joined the reining circuit 
5 years ago.  
  Melia started her show career with a 
c ouple of years showing Paint horses on the 
western pleasure circuit, followed by a year 
in the jumper pen, and actually got into 
reining by accident.  Her pleasure coach 
moved out of the barn she was at and in 
moved Brock McCauley.  She tried the  

reining for fun and quickly fell in love.  
   MeliaÕs show horse is a 6 year old 
leopard appaloosa named Neon Cola Sign, 
affectionately known as Cola.     Her family 
also has a couple of trail horses, including her 
own trail horse called Tush.  
   Melia moved to Ha rvey and Molly 
StevensÕ barn in 2006, and has never looked 
back.  In 2008, Melia and Cola were ORHA 
Youth Champion and Reserve in 14 Ð 18 
Youth, and a remarkable FIFTH in the world. 
Her future goals include going to the App  
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Nationals as well as possibly the Young Rider 
Finals. 
   As Vice -President of the ORHA Youth 
Committee, Melia also shows how important 
it is to give back, and last year was often 
seen at the shows doing gate duty or helping 
with fundraising.  
   In addition to riding, Melia also enjoys 
reading, writing, playing with her dog 
(Rope r), and just being on the farm.  

  Her favourite maneuver is 
stopping. ÒI love the way Cola stops, but I 
also love spinning. I think I really just love it 
when it all flows together, not just one 
movement in particular,Ó she says.  
   When asked, Melia says,  ÒWhen I 
grow up I want to be a sociologist. I would 
love to do group therapy at a women's 
shelter.Ó 

And not one to bask in her own 
accomplishments, Melia also stated, Ò I just 
want to say that absolutely none of this  

would have been possible without the 
support of my family. My mom, Catherine, 
Dad, Wayne, and sisters Aidan and Patricia 
have been the biggest part of this. I also 
have a "brother", Tristan Stevens. He's helped 
out so much, and been so awesome to me. I 
really look up to anyone that rides well and 
has good morals and values. I love seeing a 
rider really connect with their horse, almost 
like they are reading eac h otherÕs minds. Two 
people that I look up to a great deal are 
Molly and Harvey. I love their work ethic, the 
way they treat their animals, and the way 
they help me learn and understand how to 
be the best rider, and person, I can be. I 
wouldn't have been a ble to do as much as I 
have, met all thes incredible people, and do 
as well as Cola and I did this year without 
them. I am so lucky that Harvey and Molly 
brought Cola and I together, she's 
incredible!Ó  
  And we think you are incredible too, Melia!  
 

Any an d all contributions to the SLIDER are welcomed and encouraged; 
please send any articles to newsletters@orha.on.ca  

Horse Show Checklist 
S R S J T K Q E S E D X A P N G C F D F  
D A A P S A P G T B I K M Q V O V D W S  
Z D D E U V G O E L R Y B J G S N B R G  
W G X D G R I F K O E A J I J D L E S F  
G B K V L N S M C I C H E K L A P N B S  
O M P A B E I A U E T G E U N A T O Z T  
H O R S E S R A B X I D O K P I O A L R  
Q U T G L A D A R A O Q E W F T M I H I  
T S Q I V O F P C L N T O C S C Z I B H  
U J Z W I D U L X K S H M H S C W F V S  
A M K O F Z Z O C B S Z N A W E N K U W  
T I K M O O R G R O C V Q P M T P K I O  
B K Z V H U X B T A K E Q S A S E K T H  
Q O J V T A M C H S X U U Y I L E R L S 
N T R D N V M E R Z L H N E D Z L A Z U  
O F Y O R X H V N I A R G D E O Y E M V  
R N W V R W J B Z C I I A T E Y B H P W  
V M W Q A Q N T Z H E S G G M B S Z E L  
E V B T O W J O B E L T B U C K L E F A  
D B R H R O V U H Q H R D Z V I M B I A  

 
 

BELTBUCKLE __  
BLANKETS __  
BOOTS __  
BUCKETS __  
CHAPS __  
DIRECTIONS __  
GRAIN __  
GROOMKIT __  
HAT __  
HAY __  
HORSES __  
RAINGEAR __  
SADDLE __  
SADDLERACK __  
SHOWPAPERS __  
SHOWSHIRTS __  
SPURS __  
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ORHA MARKET PLACE 

Foun dat ion  R ein ing  Tr ain ing  Cent re 
Usin g Bod y Contr ol  Met hod s & 

Nat ura l Hors emans hi p 
fo un datio n & r eini ng tr aini ng ,  

colt startin g,  le ssons &  
 Ôtrain th e trai nerÕ teac hi ngs 

           Susan Dah l 
Certif ied  P rof es sio na l H or se  Tr ai ne r 

reiner sue @ho tma il. com            519- 36 9-46 31 
Blog/W ebs ite:  www.r einer suehors ema nship. com  

   

If you are interested in advertising please contact Laura Cofell at lauracofell@hotmail.com 25$/issue 
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Important Notice -  Spring Thaw Show...  

The Spring Thaw Show is now going to take place  May 9/10 and it will be held at Blacks Equine 
Centre. Ken and Dana Van Alstine are personally funding and hosting this show to ensure 
members do not lose this first show of the year.   Please come out and support the show and 
show Ken and Dana our appreci ation for their support of our industry.  
 

Please note  that all  ORHA shows are TENTATIVE until indicated as CONFIRMED.  Please check the 

ORHA website regularly for scheduling changes and confirmations .  
 

DATE    EVENT  PLACE CONTACT 
April 18 
-19 
 

ORHA Non Pro Days  Blacks Equine 
Centre, Hamilton  

Harvey Stevens  
705-639-5767 reinersrus@sympatico.ca  
 

May 2 -3 Prepare for the Reiny 
Season Clinic with Loris 
Epis 

Rustic Meadows, 
Hillsburgh Ontario  

Joanne Milton  
519-855-6865  
info@rusticmeadows.com  
 

May 9 -
10 

Spring Thaw Reining 
Show 

Blacks Equine 
Centre, Hamilton  
 

Ken or Dana Van Alstine 905 -679-1224 

May 23 
Ð 24 
 

Reining Clinic with 
Dean Brown  

Blacks Equine 
Centre, Hami lton  
 

Laura Cofell 519 -427-6894 
lauracofell@hotmail.com  
 

May 29  Tack & Trailer Auction  Royal Canadian 
Riding Academy, 
Newmarket  
 

Brian Stewart 905 -476-1319  
sweetwater99@hotmail.com  

May 30  Performance Horse 
Sale 

Royal Canadian 
Riding Academy, 
Newmarket  
 

Brian Stewart 905 -476-1319  
sweetwater99@hotmail.com  

May  31  NRHA/ORHA Reining 
Horse Show 

Royal Canadian 
Riding Academy, 
Newmarket,  

Brian Stewart 905 -476-1319  
sweetwater99@hotmail.com  

2009 Coming Events  

If you are interested in advertising please contact Laura Cofell at lauracofell@hotmail.com 25$/issue 
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DATE    EVENT  PLACE CONTACT 
June 5 -
7 

Reining Clinic  Kemptville College  Maureen Venables 1 -800-585-1784 
mvenable@kemptvillec.uoguelph.ca  
 

Jun 20 
& 21 

Kemptville Slide Reining 
Show 
 

Kemptville, Ontario  Maureen Venables 1 -800-585-1784 
mvenable@kemptvillec.uoguelph.ca  

Jul 11 & 
12, 

Reining at BlackÕs 
Equine Centre  
 

Blacks Equine 
Centre, Hamilton  
 

Ken Van Alstine 905 -679-1224 

Jul 18 & 
19 

Spirit of Excellence 
Reining Show  

Y Not Farms, 
Meaford, Ontario  
 

Ron Lubinski 519-538-0510 

Jul 22 
to 26  

Quebec Reining  Event 
Derby / Snaffl e Bit 
Futurity: Cat.2 NRHA 
Aged Events and Cat. 
6 NRHA Clsd Aged 
Events 
 

Blainville, QC   

Jul 25 & 
26 

Jared LeClaire Clinic  Y Not Farms, 
Meaford, Ontario  
 

Ron Lubinski 519-538-0510 

Aug 1 
& 2 

Rockslide Reining Show  Quardream Stable, 
Mount Forest, 
Ontario  
 

Lori Quarrie  
519-323-9848  
quardream@hotmail.com  

Aug 15 
& 16  

Reining at BlackÕs 
Equine Centre  
 

Blacks Equine 
Centre, Hamilton  
 

Ken Van Alstine 905 -679-1224 

Sep 5 & 
6  
 

Sired Stakes Show 
 

TBA John Fletcher 5 19-761-1217 

Sep 9  
to 13  

Quebec Reining  Event  
AQR/NRHA/RC/AQHA  
Futurity: Cat.2 NRHA 
Aged Event and Cat.6 
NRHA Clsd Aged Event  
 

Blainville. QC   

Sep 15  
& 16 

OBBO Futurity Reining 
Show 
 

Western 
Fairgrounds, 
London, Ontario  
 

Harvey Stevens  
705-639-5767 
reinersrus@sympatico.ca  

Sep 24  
to 27  

Quebec Reining  Event  
& Affiliate 
Championships  
 

Blainville, QC   

Oct 24 
& 25 

ORHA Grand Finale 
Reining Show  
 

TBA  

**Please visit our website for more details**  
www.orha.on.ca  

 


