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Ontario Reining Horse Association 

SLIDER 
June-July 2009 

 

PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE 

   We are now well into show 

season and you will have noticed 

the new one-stop entry form, 

which we hope you will find 

more convenient (thanks Mike 

Munroe and Joanne!). 

   The results of the Member 

Survey are still coming in, and 

the input has been both 

interesting and valuable.  The 

most significant has been the 

consensus of what you like best 

and what you like least. On the 

positive side, people 

unanimously praise the 

camaraderie, the atmosphere 

and the friendly environment of 

our organization and the shows, 

with the biggest complaint 

being the high cost of showing, 

followed by insufficient notice 

of show dates, which is 

something we as a Board are 

working on, but remember we 

are dependent on the host 

facilities in this regard, so our 

hands are somewhat tied.  Many 

of you have said you would like 

to see more social events at the 

shows – further confirmation of 

the camaraderie of our 

members, and we hope to 

facilitate that.  Once we have a 

large enough sampling of 

completed surveys, we will post 

a more detailed overview of the 

results and will make the draw 

for the Tim Hortons gift card 

for one responding member. 

  On a more somber note, our 

thoughts and prayers went out 

this past Spring to the Bilyea 

family after their devastating 

fire, and as we enjoy ourselves 

at the shows, let us also keep in 

our thoughts Roxanne 

Lashbrook after her 

unfortunate accident in May, 

and John Purdie as he 

recuperates from his surgery.  

We wish you both the very best 

and a speedy recovery and look 

forward to seeing you out again 

soon. 

  Have a terrific Summer 

everyone. 

-Carol Ivey
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CONGRATULATIONS PICOV’S ON YOUR 35th ANNIVERSARY 

 

Alex Picov and his youngest son, Norman, opened Picov’s Horsemen Centre in 1974, 

to serve the quarterhorse and reining community in Ontario. 

Since then, Picov’s has become one of the leading equine supply retailers in the 

greater Toronto area. 

Julie Bacon of Picov’s, an avid reiner herself, has been a steady supporter of the 

Ontario Reining Horse Association, and for that we say thank you. 

All the best Picov’s for another 35 years of success. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

2008 Reining Canada Top Ten 

Standings (Ontario Riders) 
OPEN 

1
st
 – Wimpys Tinseltown & Dean Brown 

 Owned by: John Fletcher 

7
th

 – Royal Peppy Olena & Loris Epis 

 Owned by: John Fletcher 

8
th

 – Define Good & Loris Epis 

 Owned by: Anderson Performance 

Horses 

INTERMEDIATE OPEN 

1
st
 – Royal Peppy Olena & Loris Epis 

 Owned by: John Fletcher 

2
nd

 – Define Good & Loris Epis 

 Owned by: Anderson Performance 

Horses 

10
th

 – Wimpys Tinseltown & Loris Epis  

 Owned by: John Fletcher 

LIMITED  OPEN 

2
nd

 – Royal Peppy Olena & Loris Epis 

 Owned by: John Fletcher 

3
rd

 – Define Good & Loris Epis 

 Owned by: Anderson Performance 

Horses 

4
th

 – Cee Little Star & Loris Epis 

 Owned by: John Fletcher 

NOVICE HORSE OPEN 

1
st
 – Wimpys Tinseltown & Dean Brown 

 Owned by: John Fletcher 

2
nd

 – A Foxy Whiz & Larry McDougall 

 Owned by: Lynne and Larry 

McDougall 

4
th

 – Ima Silver Hollywood & Dean Brown 

 Owned by: John Fletcher 

ROOKIE PROFESSIONAL 

1
st
 – Loris Epis 

8
th

 – Chuck Bond 

10h – Sara Campbell 

 

NON PRO 

1
st
 – Peptoleap & Jim Thompson 

3rd – Strike Em Out & John Purdie 

7
th

 – Miss Cielo Chex & Darcy Wilson 

INTERMEDIATE NON PRO 

1
st
 – Peptoleap & Jim Thompson  

3
rd

 – Long Island Ice Tea & Kendra 

Wharton 

4
th

 – Strike Em Out & John Purdie 

7
th

 – Miss Cielo Chex & Darcy Wilson 

 

LIMITED NON PRO 

1
st
 – Shake Your Dually & Taylor Mariani 

2nd –Strike Em Out & John Purdie 

IN THE NEWS 
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3
rd

 – Long Island Ice Tea & Kendra 

Wharton 

8
th

 – Reminic Lil Pepper & Cary Warren  

NOVICE HORSE NON PRO 

1
st
 – A Foxy Whiz & Larry McDougall 

2
nd

 – Famous Blue Brenna & Lacey 

Siemonsen 

ROOKIE 

1
st
 – BM Really Boomin & Susan Muir  

3
rd

 – Chocolatte Chic & Mark Mandic 

5
th

 – Mifs My Dad & Eric Mesley 

9
th

 – Brennas Jill & Darlene Patten 

 

\yOUTH 14-18 

1
st
 –Shake Your Dually & Taylor Mariani  

2st –Neon Cola Sign & Melia Blakely 

3
rd

 –Long Island Ice Tea & Kendra Wharton 

4
th

 –Be Aechs Peppy & Starr Boisvert 

YOUTH 13 & UNDER 

2
nd

 –Amiebelle & Darby Mailhot 

3
rd

 –Shasta Dee Nic & Lane Wilson 

5
th

 – Clays Zappy Chic & Tristan Stevens 

BEGINNER 

1
st
 – Dun it with Doc Okie & Susan Taylor 

2
nd

 – Mr Jac Fox & Nancy Mariani 

5
th

 – Master Black Bart & Cheryl Hodgkin 

7
th

 – Peppy Smart Dandee & Samantha 

Allen 

10
th

 – Dun in a Red Wrapper & Ronald 

Barnes  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

THE SHOW MOM 

By 

Cathy Larsen 

 

Itõs the beginning of the horse 

show season once again!  I have been a 

òHorse Show Momó since we moved to 

Peterborough in 2001. Each show 

season since then, I have been 

chauffeur, cook, seamstress, groom, 

and the head of the cheer section.  As  

 

 

 

 

a groom, I have learned to put fake 

tails in, put in bands and braids, not 

to mention bathing, clipping and 

mucking out stalls.  As a seamstress I 

have made my daughter her western 

show clothes and her horseõs hoodies 

and tailbags.  And as a cheerleader, I 

have cheered her on both on good days 

and bad, always trying to be there for 

her-- especially for the bad. 

I am up at 6 a.m. each show 

morning more nervous than I should 

be while my daughter is the one who is 

laid back and relaxed!   I live in the 

tent most of the show weekends, but 

hotels on the lucky ones, especially in 

COME KICK UP YOUR HEELS for JOHN PURDIEôs 

BIRTHDAY BASH 

At 7:00 p.m. on JUNE 27
th

 @ QUARDREAM STABLES in MT. 

FOREST 

POTLUCK DINNER @ 9:00 p.m. & LIVE BAND!  

CAMPING AVAILABLE!!!! 

For TICKETS or MORE INFORMATION, call LORIE: 519-323-

9848 or SHELLY: 519-323-0137  

BYOB, Potluck & Silent Auction Items 

HOPE TO SEE YOU ALL THERE!!!! 
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the beginning of show season when it 

is rainy and cold.   

My daughter went to her first 

Horse Show when she was 8 years 

old.  It was a schooling show in 

Muskoka where she rode on a 

schooling horse.  She came in First in 

her very first class.   She was hooked, 

so was I. I loved the smells, the huge 

panting equines, the big flaring 

nostrils, and the faces of the kids as 

they were concentrating to keep the 

horse going in the right direction.   I 

just knew I had found a sport that I 

could be completely at home with.  But 

would my daughter continue to love 

the sport?  No worries.  It is 10 years 

later and she still continues to 

advance and has tried most of the 

horse disciplines including English, 

Western, Jumping,  and now, the 

ultimate, Reining.   

There have been a few times 

when I wondered if I could stand the 

tension of the shows, like when my 

daughter was 9 years old and she was 

riding her pony, Captain, in a jumping 

class.  My husband had just gone to 

get a hamburger and my daughter had 

commenced her jumping class in his 

absence.  Captain decided that he was 

going to take the course at full speed 

and all I could see was this grey blur 

with my little daughter gallantly 

clinging to the reins with a smile on 

her face.  The pony took each of the 

eight jumps perfectly and she won the 

class with the fastest speed and no 

knock downs.    My husband later said 

that when he came around the corner 

he saw the horse and rider and hoped 

to heaven that it was not our 

daughter.  It took both of us a while to 

recuperate! 

 Memories are precious. 

This year is going to be a 

particularly exciting one.  My 

daughter will be showing her new 

reining mare.  Of all the show 

disciplines, reining is my favourite.  

Not just because there are no more 

fake tails or banding but the fun of the 

sport itself.  There is nothing as 

exhilarating as watching a well tuned 

reining horse pick up speed to make 

that perfect slide, then roll back in 

that single smooth motion and do 

another.....especially when it is your 

daughter on that horse!  

    I'm probably a little bit slow on 

the learning curve because I am just 

beginning to recognize a fancy 

mover...and that's because we just 

bought one.    I know I am bound to 

annoy our wonderful and patient 

trainer with a lot of new questions at 

each horse show as I reach for that 

brass ring of perfect understanding.  

So I am apologizing in advance. What 

can I say, I'm a Horse Show Mom!  

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

ATTENTION MEMBERS: 

Please make sure to visit www.orha.on.ca to complete the MEMBER SURVEY, we 

want to know what you think! 

http://www.orha.on.ca/
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The Ontario Reining Horse Association is home to TWO major futurities, both of 

which require foal nominations. These are both closed futurities, meaning that 

foals MUST have been paid up in order to participate. 
 

 

The Sired Stakes Futurity 
The Ontario Reining Horse 

Association's Sired Stakes division of the 

Futurity was established in 1999, and the 

program has two objectives.   First, in this 

unique program, owners of foals sired by the 

nominated Stallions need only pay one 

payment of $75 to qualify to show in 2 year 

old Pleasure, 3 year old Reining Futurity and 

4, 5, 6 year old Derby, making this one of the 

simplest programs to promote your stallion 

and their offspring.  Second, the program 

provides an opportunity to showcase the get 

of the stallions, to promote breedings and the 

sale of the young horses from those 

stallions.            
 Stallion owners and breeders need to 

be aware that this is a closed program, which 

means that to be able to compete in this 

Futurity, the stallion must be paid up the 

year that the mare is bred.  There is no late 

fee mechanism to retroactively make foals  

 

eligible if the Stallion is not paid in the year 

of conception. 
 Stallion owners may pay the 

nomination or individuals who breed to the 

stallion can make the payment.  In the latter 

case, a set percentage of the offspring 

earnings, which would otherwise go to 

the stallion owner, goes to the person(s) 

responsible for paying the initial 

nomination, plus the person nominating the 

stallion receives a free foal nomination.  
 Please visit the website for the most 

up-do-date list of paid-up stallions. 
  The committee welcomes your input.  

If you have any questions, concerns or ideas 

please contact John Fletcher at 

johnfletcher@kwic.com, Pam Grant at 

pam@theblanketsmith.com or Lynne 

McDougall at llmcd@sympatico.ca.  
 

 

 

     
 

 

 

 

 
   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The OBBO Futurity has been 

promoting the Ontario reining horse for 18 

years. Since the first committee was formed 

in 1990 by Maurice and Shelly Price, it has 

continued to grow. 

   Very competitive young reining horses 

have continued to evolve from the OBBO’s 

Futurity program. To have a horse eligible for 

the OBBO Futurities is simple. If you have a 

residence in Ontario, and own a two year old 

or three year old Reining Horse you would like 

to show in either Futurity, your horse is 

eligible.  And if your horse was bred and/or 

born in Ontario he/she would also be eligible. 

Donõt forget to nominate your foals for the OBBO and Sired Stakes Futurities, 

check the website for more details! 

ONTARIO BRED, BORN OR OWNED REINING 

FUTURITIES 

mailto:johnfletcher@kwic.com
mailto:pam@theblanketsmith.com
mailto:llmcd@sympatico.ca
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   Both owners and riders must be ORHA 

members and the required entry fees must be 

paid according to the payment deadlines as 

per the Futurity rules. The OBBO Futurity 

rules are printed in the ORHA rule book and 

are also available on the web.  

   There are five Futurity classes offered 

each year at the Futurity show in London. 

   The classes are as follows: 

1. Three year old Futurity Open 

2. Three year old Futurity Ltd. Open 

3. Three year old Futurity Non Pro 

4. Three year old Futurity Ltd. Non Pro 

5. Two year old Reining Pleasure 

   All classes will pay back according to the 

NRHA payback schedule - 90% of all entry 

fees paid will be divided into the 2 year old 

pleasure (30%) and the 3 year old reinings 

(70%), with 10% retained for administrative 

expenses. 

   A Graduate Award is offered to each of the 

Open, Ltd. Open, Non Pro, or Limited Non Pro 

rider, for the horse with the highest number 

of graduating points from the 2 year old 

Reining Pleasure and the 3 year old Reining 

classes. The horse must have been shown, but 

not necessarily placed, both years. 

   If you would like further information about 

the Ontario Born, Bred and/or Owned 

Futurity, check out the ORHA web site 

www.orha.on.ca , or contact Harvey Stevens 

reinersrus@sympatico.ca or Leona McAtee 

Leona_reiner@yahoo.ca.  

 

Ontario Reining 

Families: The Van Alstine’s 
By: Lacey Siemonsen 

Few people are fortunate enough to share their passion with the people that they love. Ken, Dana, 
Evan, and Cole, however, are an exception to the rule. Each of the Van Alstine’s has excelled in the 
reining show pen but more importantly, they have all aided and supported their fellow reiners and 
family members. Whether it be Dana, known for her attentive coaching, Ken, for his exhilarating 
runs, or Cole, for his ear-to-ear smile, the Van Alstine’s have all been active in the Ontario reining 

community. Because of this, the Van Alstine’s have been selected to 
share their reining story. 

  

In the 

early 90's, Ken 

and Dana Van 

Alstine 

purchased a Hotrodders Jet Set stallion that 

did western pleasure and reining.  He was 

shown at the 1992 Quarterama versatility and 

won 3 out of 4 events, including the reining.  

Although they were promoting the stallion in 

western pleasure, Ken started playing around 

with reining at home. He and Dana had been 

showing horses since they were kids and 

had never experienced anything 

so exhilarating. They were hooked. Soon Ken 

and Dana were buying reining mares to breed 

to their stallion, and started raising offspring 

and training them in reining.  

   By the mid 90's, they had decided to 

sell the Hotrodder stallion and all of the 

western pleasure and hunt seat horses. It was 

time to concentrate strictly on reining horses.  

   " We really enjoyed meeting everyone at 

the reinings," said Dana, "it is a great place 

for families to be together enjoying the same 

sport. People were so friendly and it was a 

good atmosphere for our boys, Evan and 

Cole. The ORHA youth has grown so much 

from when we got started. I think it is every 

parent's dream (in the horse world) to watch 

their kids show a horse. Both Evan and Cole 

http://www.orha.on.ca/
mailto:reinersrus@sympatico.ca
mailto:Leona_reiner@yahoo.ca
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have been involved with the horses and 

showing.  I think reining keeps our family 

close because we have a common interest and 

we get a chance to travel places together.  

Over the past couple of years Cole has had 

the opportunity to show in OKC twice. I gave 

up my horse's spot in the trailer so Cole could 

compete in the Affiliate Finals in OKC.  We 

were very proud of him and it was worth not 

competing myself just to see him show.    

   "This year, Ken, Cole and I had the 

opportunity to visit Germany and watch the 

European Futurity. We 

experienced everything from going through a 

castle from the 1700's to driving down the 

Autobahn at extremely high speeds.  I was 

there to coach for a week which was very 

rewarding.  The lady I coached ended up 

improving her scores by 4 1/2 points and 

has won her first Open Lawson Bronze."  

   When asked about highlights in their reining 

experiences, Dana listed a number of them, 

including Smokem Hotrod, which was one of 

the first reiners they raised and trained, and 

Ken won his first NRHA bronze with him at 

the Ohio State Fair. For Ken, probably one of 

the biggest highlights was becoming a Non-

Pro Futurity Finalist in OKC, along with his 

3rd place finish at Congress with Willow 

Brook Whiz.    

   And both parents are so proud of Cole 

winning the Affiliate finals in 13 and 

under Youth a couple of times and watching 

him show in OKC and tying 8th-9th in the 

world in the 13 & under Youth.  

   Dana's highlights include showing at the 

Wimpy Derby with Lethal Surprise and 

marking 74's on him after a lot of hard 

work, Top Tens at the Congress for both her 

and Ken, watching A Flashy Rooster show in 

OKC and becoming the 2005 Reserve Open 

Futurity Champion (a horse they bred and 

raised), working with her customers, seeing 

them achieve their goals and being successful 

in the show pen, meeting new people 

from other countries and selling horses 

globally 

(Germany, 

Switzerland, 

Brazil and 

Israel), 

and more 

recently, 

coaching an Open rider at the 2009 European 

Futurity.  
   When asked her advice for families getting 

into reining, Dana says, "Find someone you 

trust and admire to help you find a horse, a 

horse that is good-minded, talented and fits 

within your budget, a coach who is well 

respected in the industry, someone that has a 

good reputation, is patient, positive and has 

your best interests in mind.  Get out and meet 

people at the shows.  Talk to your fellow 

competitors.  Have fun!  Enjoy the best equine 

sport there is!!!"  
     And it is people like the Van Alstines who 

make it just that. 

 

  

 

Youth Bio: Darby Mailhot 
By: Rachel Day and Carol Ivey 

   Darby Mailhot has ridden since she 

was 3 years old and has done it all where 

horses are concerned.  The 14 year-old 

from Lisle has shown circuits that include 

AQHA, OQHA and Paint, and has 

participated in Dressage, Jumping, Trail 

and Pleasure. 

   But for Darby, the turning point came 

three years ago when her aunt "dragged 

her along" to Ray Nitti's, where she was 

looking to put a paint horse in training. 

Ray put Darby on a reiner and she never 

looked back. 

   After some lessons, young Darby 

bought her first reining horse from John 

and Lynne Purdie - Amie Belle, who helped 

Darby win Reserve Champion Green as 

Grass Youth in 2007 and Reserve 
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Champion ORHA 13 and Under and RC 13 

and Under in 2008. 

   Amie Belle is now 19 years old and no 

longer shows, but is ridden bareback and 

bridleless at home, and is affectionately 

referred to as "the ultimate babysitter." 

   This year Darby is on a new horse, one 

well known to all of us - Long Island Ice 

Tea, the palomino gelding who helped 

Kendra Wharton earn so many titles. 

"Tea", who is now 12 years old, is teaching 

Darby a lot, and they are looking like a 

good match. 

With current coach Loris Epis' 

guidance, Darby is hoping to eventually 

compete and place well at Congress. 

   When not on the back of a horse, 

Darby enjoys sports (soccer, football, 

rugby), singing and acting, and her long 

term career goal is to be an equine vet. 

   When asked her thoughts about her 

reining experience so far, Darby said, 'I 

really want to say that I love reining, but 

I love it for many reasons, not just being 

fun, but also the people are 

unquestionably great. I have never been 

involved with such great people, in an 

organization, that are so nice and 

respectful to one another and I'm 

incredibly proud to be part of such a 

great group of people." 

  And we are all incredibly proud to have 

you be part of our group too, Darby. 

 

 

 

 

Non Pro Days 
By: Cathy Paterson and John 

Matthews 

The Non Pro Days Clinic held at 

Black’s on April 18th and 19th was perfectly 

timed for us.  The clinic came in the nick 

of time! It was exciting, informative, 

insightful, passionate.  Two groups were 

established … beginner and non-pro and 

we were assigned our leader.  Harvey 

patiently addressed the challenges and 

techniques the beginner and newer 

reiners would need to better themselves 

and their horses in the pen, while Dana 

and Dean individually met with each of the 

non-pros and addressed the personal  

 

 

 

questions and issues they were 

confronted with.  All in all we learned … 

we came away with a better 

understanding of our sport …not only were 

our own concerns addressed but we also 

saw how our fellow competitors dealt with 

theirs. 

Many thanks to Dean, Dana and 

Harvey for “being there” for us … we were 

all very fortunate to be taken under your 

wings for the weekend…. And to Mike 

Munroe, Ken Van Alstine, Sharon Hart, 

Joanne Milton, Eric Mesley, Drew Pearce, 

Stevens Training Centre, Tiz Wiz and our 

ORHA board of directors for putting the 

weekend together. 
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ORHA MARKET PLACE 

Foun da t ion  Rein ing  Tr a in ing  Cen t re  

Usin g Body Cont rol Met hods & 

Nat ura l Horsemans hip 
foundat ion & reining t raining,  

colt  s tart ing,  l ess ons  & 
 ótrain the tra inerô te achings 

           Susan  Da h l  
Certi f ie d  Pr of essio n a l H or se  Tr ai n e r  

re inersue@hotm ail.com            519- 369-4631 

Blog/ Website:  www .r e inersuehorsemanship.com   

   

If you are interested in advertising please e-mail lauracofell@hotmail.com 25$/issue 
 

mailto:lauracofell@hotmail.com
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SCORE SHEET 

Take advantage of this score sheet to help improve your score 

every time you go to the show pen! 

 

 
Draw# 

 

 

Ex# Penalty          SCORE 

 

 

 

 Score           

 

 
Draw# 

 

 

Ex# Penalty          SCORE 

 

 

 

 Score           

 

 
Draw# 

 

 

Ex# Penalty          SCORE 

 

 

 

 Score           

 

 
Draw# 

 

 

Ex# Penalty          SCORE 

 

 

 

 Score           

 

“No hour of life is wasted that is spent in the saddle. “ 

Winston Churchill 

 


